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"THE WHOLE PURPOSE OF EDUCATION IS TO
TURN MIRRORS INTO WINDOWS."
~ Sydney J. Harris
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
KERRY HINES
From the little bit of time I had to pop in and
out of sessions, I was impressed at how much
good information I was able to take in and
absorb.

It was so great to be back in Middle, TN
this year for the 2017 TACRAO Annual
Conference.
One of my biggest take a ways this year
actually happened in the breakfast line
one morning when I was asking a
mentor about something his response
was simply,“Things can always be
reevaluated and looked at differently.”

Huge “Thank You” to all of the talented
presenters this year!

THANK YOU

Isn’t that the truth?
This year you all probably noticed a
couple of changes. We added spirit day
on Wednesday and our Thursday
morning motivational speaker just to
name a few. It was so good to reconnect
with familiar friends but it was even
more refreshing to meet and
connect with new faces among the
crowd as well.

He had us rolling with laughter with
the “Oreo experiment”, but it was a
neat reminder to keep trying even if
we do not get something the first time.

But the most valuable thing I learned was a statement
given by Tim Amyx, our Distinguished Service Leader
Award Recipient, when he asked us to be mindful of the
level of service that we give our students.
He said that someone once told him,

Susan Rhodes, with the Ayers
Foundation kicked us off on Wednesday
afternoon as our Opening Speaker
talking about their students' grit and
determination to graduate from college
and reminded us why we show up each
and every day to work.

Kerry & TIM AMYX in front of white
house,
Tina Falkner, our AACRAO Rep was our
keynote speaker and I must say she did a
phenomenal job of tying every piece of our
conference together.

THANK YOU FOR
LETTING ME SERVE YOU
IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

Live music is a must to see when in “Music
City” so being able to have dinner catered
by Puckett’s and hear from performers all
over the world at Music City Roots was a
real treat!

This past year has been an honor planning and
bringing ideas from paper to real life.

We were able to honor Bobby Hodum, a
former TACRAO president, as a TACRAO
honorary member.

My hope is that as an attendee, you were able
to gain and grow in knowledge from your
attendance.

Tyler Peterson from UAB challenged us on
Thursday morning as our morning
motivational speaker to be leaders
without titles.

How powerful that statement was to me,
especially in our line of work.

I ENCOURAGE YOU TO GET PLUGGED
She reflected on the importance of coming to
work every day, she provoked us by asking us to
look at things differently and on challenged us to
say yes when it’s easy to say no.

INTO TACRAO. YOUR TALENTS AND
SERVICE CAN BE USED IN INCREDIBLE
WAYS.
~ KERRY HINES
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KERRY'S CORNER

AACRAO LEADERSHIP MEETIING
The first weekend of December I was able to head to our nation’s capital for the
AACRAO leadership meeting.
One of the best things I learned while there was a way for TACRAO to provide the
opportunity for you as a higher education individual to be able to express your voice to
our government representatives.
The AACRAO public policy committee along with, William Gil AACRAO’s Director of
Government Relations rolled out the “Take Action Form” for us that will be available to
TACRAO members hopefully later this spring but you can view the demo here:
http://www.congressweb.com/aacrao/2/.
It creates an email and then you put in your state and it lets you know who your
government officials are for your area.
While you wouldn’t be speaking on behalf of your institution in any form or fashion,
this is an opportunity for you as an individual to use the platform to advocate your
thoughts on variety of topics that may come up in bills to the house or senate.
I was able to meet with other state regional officers across our nation and brainstorm
on a variety of topics to help make our organization better.
While there, it was such an honor for people to stop and ask me for advice or tips on
how operated things in Tennessee.
It’s a privilege to be a part of such a great organization that is known nationally for
the work we do across our state. I, along with the board, owe a huge thank you to each
of you for being TACRAO members.
It’s the members that make our organization what it is; you all are the ones that bring
your ideas, talents and leadership to all of our programs and events that make TACRAO
great.
Please know that your work does not go unnoticed.
Another big announcement we learned while there is that they will be moving the
leadership meeting to sometime in June to help AACRAO line up their planning for the
annual conference better and focus more on the leadership component for state
organizations.
Tracy Comer, TACRAO President-Elect will be able to attend on our behalf in June.

TACARO 2017 RECAP

I loved gaining new
information and
knowledge to proactively
advance Higher
Education.
- Anonymous Member
(Guidebook Comment)

MVP Session
What's Love Got to Do with It?
Using Love Languages to Change
Your Office Culture

CONGRATULATIONS !

JOEY CLARK & JESSIE GREEN

Thankful Times

TINA FALKNER
Thank you TACRAO for making me feel
right at home.
My visit to TACRAO was a highlight of my
fall traveling; not only did I get to connect
with long-time friends and make new ones,
I came away from the meeting with new
ideas for interviewing job candidates,
possible financial resources for our
undocumented students, new approaches
to leadership and a renewed sense of what
we do in our lines of work makes a positive
difference in students' lives.

AACRAO PRESIDENT ELECT

" AS I MENTIONED IN
MY KEYNOTE,
PLEASE SAY 'YES'
TO INVOLVEMENT IN
TACRAO AND AACRAO."

I also loved your tradition of gathering
institutional swag for organizations that
strive to make college a reality for many
students who may have thought otherwise.
As a child for a long time I thought I would
go to Texas A&M for college (yes, I know
that isn't in Tennessee) because my father,
who is an engineer, was working with some
colleagues on campus and brought an A&M
shirt home for me after one of his visits. I
remember wearing that shirt proudly in
middle school and now I think of the items
we brought might also inspire students to
think differently about their futures.
As I mentioned in my keynote, please say
'yes' to involvement in TACRAO and
AACRAO.
You will not be forging these paths alone
and you will find the work professionally
rewarding, additionally you will expand
your network of colleagues to draw upon
for assistance.
I hope you now consider me one of your
professional colleagues and will not
hesitate to contact me with questions that
might be in my wheelhouse.
Thank you again for inviting me and
allowing me to contribute to your meeting.

SWAG FOR A CAUSE
2017 TACARO SERVICE PROJECT

The Tennessee ACRAO Annual Meeting has a tradition of active engagement within host cities'
communities through the TACRAO Annual Meeting Service Project. In the past, the service projects
have donated books to the imagination library, supported the work of Boys and Girls Clubs, and
contributed to other important community-based organizations.
The service organizations are selected by the local arrangements planning committee.
The 2017 Annual Meeting project offered attendees a unique way to reach students while also helping
schools distribute any leftover institutionally-branded “swag” to at-risk youth. The TACRAO conference
committed selected two organizations in the Nashville area, which happened to be where their annual
meeting was held this year. The Ayers Foundation, based in Southern Middle TN, and the Oasis Center,
based in Metro Nashville.
“I personally have worked with both of the organizations throughout my time in higher education and
have seen the impact they have made in the area,” said TACRAO President Kerry Hines, Regional
Transfer Counselor, The University of Tennessee. “The Service Project this year took off even more than
I expected it to. I think we had close to 100 percent participation.”
The planning committee invited colleges to bring their extra “swag” -- coffee cups, pens, reusable bags, tshirts, notepads, and other items with the college insignia on it -- to donate to the two organizations,
which will then distribute the items to students at various points of contact.
“These are both early-access programs for colleges, and giving students these college materials can help
kids imagine themselves on your campus--even if they’ve never thought about going to college before,
or if they’ve never heard of your school,” Hines said. “Sometimes, just exposing kids to college can spark
their imaginations and help them find the right fit.”
ARTICLE WRITTEN BY AACRAO
HTTP://WWW.AACRAO.ORG/RESOURCES/RESOURCES-DETAIL-VIEW/GIVING-YOUNG-LEARNERS-THE-GIFT-OF-POSSIBILITY

2018 WISHES FROM THE BOARD

TRY TO REMEMBER THIS QUOTE
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR FROM THE
LEGENDARY PAT SUMMITT,
“ATTITUDE IS CHOICE. THINK POSITIVE
THOUGHTS DAILY. BELIEVE IN
YOURSELF.”
PRESIDENT
KERRY HINES

MY WISH IS FOR YOU
"TO PUSH THE BOUNDARIES
IN 2018 AND HAVE AN
ADVENTURE!!!"
BLESSINGS TO YOU!!”
PRESIDENT ELECT
TRACY COMER

“A WONDERFUL AND
PRODUCTIVE YEAR
YOU WILL HAVE,
TACRAO YOU
MUST!”
VP FOR IT
THOMAS DONOHOE

"SCATTER HAPPINESS AND
BRIGHT CHEER WHEREVER
THIS YEAR TAKES YOU!
HAPPY 2 0 1 8!”
VP FOR COMMUNICATIONS
BRITTANY SMITH

New Dreams, New Hopes, New Experiences

2018 WISHES FROM THE BOARD

“MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU”
VP FOR ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPPORT & OUTREACH
JAMES MCDANIEL

"HOPING THAT YOU SEEK AND FIND
HAPPINESS IN THIS NEW YEAR!"
BLESSINGS!
VP FOR ADMISSIONS
KATE AMBURN

"IN 2018, REMEMBER TO COUNT YOUR
BLESSINGS, NOT YOUR WORRIES.
WISHES FOR A BLESSED NEW YEAR!"
TREASURER
KATHI WILSON

New Dreams, New Hopes, New Experiences

