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Greetings from your President! 
 
What happens in Vegas Stays in Vegas, right?   Well, The TACRAO version of Vegas is Knoxvegas and we 
want you to take loads of information back to your institution.  This year’s TACRAO Annual Meeting and 
Conference will be held at the spectacular Knoxville Hilton from November 18th through 20th.  You won’t want to 
miss the opportunity to sharpen your professional skills, find out what’s new in higher education, and re-new 
friendships with colleagues in our state. 
 
Our conference site is the Knoxville Hilton -- a fabulous facility in the center of downtown.  The Hilton is within 
walking distance to everything downtown—including Market Square, which features restaurants, clubs and 
shops and one block from the World’s Fair Park.  Our Big Event on Wednesday night will be a fun evening of 
Vegas style entertainment complete with a casino and a Vegas buffet.    
 
We are excited to have Patsy Hatfield Lawson (of Hatfield-McCoy fame) as our Keynote Speaker on Friday 
morning.  She is a nationally recognized storyteller.  Ms. Lawson grew up listening to her Mama and Aunt 
Ruby’s stories on their front porch in Tennessee.  She combines a unique sense of warmth and humor with the 
keen understanding of human behavior to deliver an entertaining program that offers hope and understanding.  
You will leave this session with a renewed sense of purpose, and a better connection to yourself, your past, 
and your peers.   
 
This year’s TACRAO service project is with the Literacy Imperative, Inc., whose mission is to provide tools of 
literacy to under-served communities.  Reaching young children at an early age and encouraging them to read 
helps prepare them for a promising future that includes higher education.  We are collecting children’s books 
(both new and gently used) to donate.  Please bring one, two, or more books that are appropriate for children 
birth to 5.   During last year’s conference, we collected over 800 books to donate to the Chattanooga Literacy 
Council. Let’s exceed that goal this year! 
 
Send in your registration and make your hotel reservations today!   
 
Looking forward to seeing you in Knoxville! 
 
 
Amy Deaton 
President 
deatona@apsu.edu 
 



THE BIG EVENT! 
 
Do you feel lucky?  We sure hope so.  This year's Big Event is 
counting on it.  Please plan on joining the TCARAO Board and 
your colleagues for a night of food and fun Vegas-style.  The Big 
Event will be onsite at the Knoxville Hilton, but be sure to be on 
time.  Seats at the tables will be going fast.  There's a game for 
everyone no matter your skills.  Play money will be provided and 
prizes will be auctioned off at the end of the night. 
 

HOTEL 
 

 

Make your reservations by October 27th. 
 
The Hilton Knoxville is a three-diamond AAA rated hotel in the heart of 
downtown Knoxville just a short walk from the University of Tennessee. This 
luxury hotel features numerous guest amenities to make your stay comfortable. 
There is free wireless internet throughout the hotel and meeting rooms.  To get 
you started in the morning, there's a full Starbucks right in the hotel lobby.  
Room rates are $129 per night. 
 

Reservations by phone:  
800-HILTONS 
Group Code: TAC 

Reservations online: 
www.hilton.com  
Group code: TAC 
 

Hotel Address 
501 West Church Avenue, Knoxville, Tennessee, United States 37902-2591 
Tel: 1-865-523-2300    
Fax: 1-865-525-6532  

 

PARKING 
 
If you are staying at the Hilton, you must check in at the hotel and get your room key prior to entering 
the garage. 
 
Self-parking at the hotel is free if you are staying at the Hilton.  Valet parking is available at $14 per day.  If you 
are not staying at the Hilton, parking in the Hilton garage is $10 per day.  Information on alternate parking 
locations is linked from the TACRAO Annual Meeting website. 
 

DOOR PRIZES!!!!! 
 
Remember to pack those door prizes! Each attendee is encouraged to bring at least one college logo item to 
be used as a door prize during the conference wrap-up. 
 
SERVICE PROJECT 
 
TACRAO will be collecting books again this year for children ages birth through 5 years to present to the 
Literacy Imperative, Inc. on Friday morning. Please bring new or gently used books to donate to this worthy 
cause. We will have collection boxes available at registration and on Friday morning before breakfast. 
 

QUESTIONS??? 
 
For Registration/Payment:    For Conference/Events: 
Megan Mitchell, TACRAO Sec/Treasurer  Amy Deaton, TACRAO President 
 (931) 221-7280 or mitchellm@apsu.edu  (931) 221-7661 or deatona@apsu.edu 



TACRAO 2009 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
(Deadline - November 1, 2009) 

CHATTANOOGA MARRIOTT AND CONVENTION CENTER 
 CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 

NOVEMBER 18-20, 2009 
 
You must make your hotel reservations individually and no later than October 27. Use the group code of TAC to 
reserve your room at the rate of $129 per night for single or double occupancy. Make reservations by calling 1-800-
HILTONS or online at www.hilton.com and use the group code of TAC. 
 
First Name____________________________  Last Name_____________________________________ 
 
Name for Badge______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title:___________________________________ Institution: ____________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number:________________  E-Mail: ______________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: __________________________  ________________________ _______    _________    
         City                 State        Zip  
 
______I will require Americans with Disabilities Act special assistance on site. 
 
Please check those that apply: ___Member   ___Presenter ___Chair/Recorder ___Vendor ____Guest   

   ___ First-time Attendee      ____*Past President of TACRAO 
 
_______ *I will be attending the Past Presidents' Dinner (Thursday, November 19, 6:00 p.m.) 
 
TACRAO Member Registration and Activity Fees: 
______$140  Registration Fee (by November 1) includes all programmed activities 
  _____I will attend the BIG EVENT 
  _____I will attend the Continental Breakfast—Thursday, November 19 
  _____I will attend the Business Luncheon—Thursday, November 19 
  _____I will attend Full Breakfast—Friday, November 20 
   
______$155  Late Registration Fee (November 2 and later, including on-site) 
 
Guest Registration and Activity Fees: 
______ $100  Registration Fee (by November 1) includes all sessions/workshops and breaks 
______ $50  BIG EVENT - Wednesday, November 18 
______ $10  Continental Breakfast - Thursday, November 19 
______ $25  Business Luncheon - Thursday, November 19 
______ $20 Full Breakfast - Friday, November 20 
 
______ TOTAL (B) 
 
Please complete this form online at www.tnacrao.org or mail payment by November 1 to: 
 

TACRAO Annual Meeting 
Megan Mitchell, Secretary/Treasurer 
Austin Peay State University, Office of Admissions 
PO BOX 4548 
Clarksville, TN 37044 

 
Refunds/Cancellations: 100% until November 1 ● 50% from November 2-11 ● No refunds after November 11 


